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HELPING CITIES TO HELP THEMSELVES

How the State University, Through its Extension Division, is Placing the Practical Assistance of

Experts at the Disposal of Wisconsin Cities .
' By ERNST C. MEYER

Assistant Professor of Political Science.

- ITH the enactment last June
of the statute permitting

in this line as cérried on by the Univer-
. sity which they support. The Univer-

Wisconsin cities to adopt a
3 commission form of govern-
ment the history of municipal govern-
ment in this state has entered upon a
new era. This law provides for a. radi-
cal departure from our present city or-
ganization. It gives expression-in our
own state to that deep unrest which has
seized the cities throughout the country.
Things are going wrong with them.
The new law is to afford every commu-
nity a chance at a possible remedy. ” The -
idea itself seems to have seized the popu-
lar mind like wildfire. It looks promis-
_ing, but can obviously not be guaranteed
in advance as a specific for all civie ail-
ments. T

New Ideals

\ SIDE from this new interest in the
form of city organization, the mu-
nicipalities of this state, as: elsewhere,
Bave been awakening to a fuller reali-
#ation of their great mission as agents
iin ‘the cause of social progress, Health
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sity thus becomes in one more way the
pulsating heart which assists, as far as
it can, in applying that understanding
which' is the power of life to the body
politic of this commonwealth,

While the Extension Division employs
a large number of specially trained men
along miany lines of work, such as Prof.
Huels in. engineering, many inquiries
will undoubtedly be received which can
best be answered by men in other de-
partments of the University who pos-
sess still more specialized knowledge of
the subject matter of the inquiry. Ar-
rangements ‘have therefore been made
with Dean Turneaure of the College of
Engineering, and Dean Russell of the
College of Agriculture, both of whom
are much interested in the new Bureau,
and with the men concerned, to have cer-
tain inquiries ‘referred te these colleges
through' definite channels. Considerable
assistance will undopbedly be rendered
by the Department of Horticulture of the
:College of Agricultu;fe, especiallx in land-
scape gardening, apnd by the College of
Engineering in sarﬁtary engineering and

. s to be improved and happiness to be
imoveased and life itself to be prolonged by a ¢loser and more
intelligent attention to the social significance of public adminis-
tration.  Cities. are becoming more interested in public sanita-
tion in the.milk and food supply, in public baths and play-
grounds, in the beautification of their surroundings by parks
and boulevards and far-sighted city planning. :

Religble information is necessary if progressive policies of
this kind are to be intelligently carried forward. No city ‘is
sufficient unto itself. The question arises: What are other
cities’ doing?
What can we learn from the undertakings and experiences of
foreign eities? : ’ :

Municipal Reference Bureau

O assist the citizens of this commonwealth in their quest.

for information there has been newly organized in the
Extension Department of the State University a Municipal
Reference Bureau which will be glad to receive inquiries from
all sources on germane subjects with the assurance that reply
will be made as promptly and as fully as the newness of the
work and the best efforts of those in charge will permit. Mr.
Tord H. MacGregor, who has had considerable experience in
civic work in other states and who will assist in municipal
yesearch work in the University, has been placed at the head
of this work.

Seminary in Public Administration

HIS Bureau will oecupy a peculiarly advantageous position
‘ to supply information because of the intimate relation
which has been established between it and various Depart-
ments and Schools in the University. It has been decided to
clogely affiliate it with the research work in municipal adminis-
tration conducted in the seminary on public adminjistration” in
the Political Scierice Department of the University. In this way
students of public administration are given. an opportunii';y. to
engage themselves in - most practical manner with the living

‘problems of city goyetnment in the state as brought out by the

inquiries received a the Bureau. The people of the state, on -

the other hand, are given the direct benefit of the investigations

service. .

How are they doing it? What are the results?

" on the question of city government has accumtlated here,

- Bureau. It was Dr. MeCarthy who first conceived the ides
creating this Bureau.

* in possession of a wealth of

—— public improvements.
As is well known, both of these Colleges have been, and still arg
serving the interests of the people of the state alsng many lin
in much. the same way. The Municipal Reference Bureau will
in no wise intérfere with this valuable independent work, n
rather it will still further enlarge the ‘opport; nities for publig

Legfslative Reference Department Assists

HE Bureau will alse be greatly assisted in its work through

the assured hearty ceoperation of the Legislative Reforania
Department of the Free Library Commission. Dr. Charl
McCarthy, who, as is gemerally known, is in charge of th
work and who also lectures in the University, has already givan
his Department a national reputation. Much valuable mutoriu

of it has been placed at the disposal of the Municipal Ref¢

The same may be said of the Railroad Commission whick
its capacity as supervisor of
public wutilities naturally is

practical information in this
particular field, all of which
can be generously drawn
upon.

A “visory Non-rartisan Service

T ought to be clearly un-

derstood at the outset that
the information supplied will
be advisory only. Scrupu-
lous care will be used in its.
compilation and uniform ac-
curacy will be the aim. But® T
the Bureau cannot occupy- .- FORD H. MAC' GR .
the position of a re:ponsible ~ ~Who is at the head:
administrative, or: engineer- #icipal Reference Hu



